I TIAVE recently beon using petroleum, as an external application, on the antiseptic principle, in the treatment of certain surgical cases, and I subjoin a brief abstract of a few of those so treated, which, I think, so far warrant the conclusion that it has been applied with benefit; as it possesses some, if not all, of the advantages assigned to carbolic acid in this purpose. The petroleum in question was kindly supplied to me by Mr Babu Sheik had his ring finger removed on the 26tb April, 1869, with the head of the metacarpal bone, for an injury.
The earth-oil was used since the 29th. There was never any great discharge from the wound, which began to suppurate on the 30th. Granulations were so rapidly growing, that by the 6th, most of the iron wire sutures were seen half-imbedded within them.
Sutures removed on 7th, and cicatrization began on the 9th, and he was discharged on the 20th cured. He never complained of much pain from the oil.
